
Official Notice of Election for Military and Overseas Voters 
County of ELK 

2016 General Election (November 8, 2016) 
  

This is an official notice of a General election to be conducted on 11/8/2016 in Elk County.  You may 
register to vote and request an official absentee ballot by using the Federal Postcard Application (FPCA), 
available at www.votespa.com or www.fvap.gov.  You may apply for an absentee ballot by submitting 
your FPCA by fax to (814) 776 - 5362, or by email to kfrey@countyofelkpa.com. 
 

You may request an absentee ballot from this office at any time prior to a primary or election.  However, 
if time does not permit you to receive and return an official absentee ballot, you are also entitled to vote 
using the Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot (FWAB).  Military electors may also use the FWAB to register 
to vote and vote simultaneously.    
 

You may use the FWAB to vote for a candidate for President of the United States, United States Senator 
and U.S. Representative (Representative in Congress) as well as candidates for all state and local offices, 
and ballot initiatives.  
 

To vote, refer to page 3 of the FWAB.   
 

To vote for President of the United States, United States Senator, and U.S. Representative 
(Representative in Congress), write in the name of the candidate of your choice in the space provided on 
the FWAB. 
 

To vote for state and local offices or for ballot initiatives, write the names of candidates or ballot 
initiatives in the Addendum section of the FWAB.  Under the Office/Ballot Initiative heading, enter the 
office the candidate is running for or the title of the Ballot Initiative (referendum).   Under the Candidate 
Name, Party Affiliation or Initiative Vote heading, list the name of the candidate you wish to vote for, 
or if you are voting on a Referendum questions write “yes” or “no.” 
 

BALLOT 
   
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES/VICE-PRESIDENT -- Vote for One -- All Precincts within Elk County  
 
HILLARY CLINTON – President/TIM KAINE – Vice-President – Democratic 

DONALD J. TRUMP – President/MICHAEL R. PENCE – Vice-President – Republican 

DARRELL L. CASTLE – President/SCOTT N. BRADLEY – Vice President – Constitution 

JILL STEIN – President/AJAMU BARAKA – Vice President – Green 

GARY JOHNSON – President/WILLIAM WELD – Vice President - Libertarian 

 
UNITED STATES SENATOR -- Vote for One -- All Precincts within Elk County  
 
KATIE MCGINTY – Democratic 
PAT TOOMEY – Republican 
EDWARD T. CLIFFORD, III – Libertarian 
 
 
 

http://www.votespa.com/
http://www.fvap.gov/


 
 
ATTORNEY GENERAL -- Vote for One -- All Precincts within Elk County  
 
JOSH SHAPIRO – Democratic 
JOHN RAFFERTY – Republican 
 
AUDITOR GENERAL -- Vote for One -- All Precincts within Elk County  
 
EUGENE A. DEPASQUALE - Democratic 
JOHN BROWN – Republican 
JOHN J. SWEENEY – Green 
ROY A. MINET – Libertarian 
 
 
STATE TREASURER -- Vote for One -- All Precincts within Elk County  
 
JOE TORSELLA – Democratic 
OTTO VOIT – Republican 
KRISTIN COMBS – Green 
JAMES BABB - Libertarian 
 
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS –5th Congressional District -- Vote for One -- All Precincts within Elk 
County  
 
KERITH STRANO TAYLOR – Democratic 
GLENN GT THOMPSON - Republican 
 
SENATOR IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY – 25th Senatorial District --Vote for One-- All Precincts within 
Elk County  
 
JERRI BUCHANAN – Democratic 
JOSEPH B. SCARNATI, III – Republican 
 

REPRESENTATIVE IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY – 75th Legislative District --Vote for One— 
All Precincts within Elk County  
 
JAY NOTARIANNI – Democratic 
MATT GABLER - Republican 

 
(All Precincts with Elk County) 

 
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT  

AMENDING THE MANDATORY JUDICIAL 
RETIREMENT AGE 

 
Ballot Question 

 
Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended to require that justices of the Supreme Court, 

judges, and magisterial district judges be retired on the last day of the calendar year in which they attain 
the age of 75 years? 

 



YES 
NO 

 
Plain English Statement of the Office of Attorney General 

 
The purpose of the ballot question is to amend the Pennsylvania Constitution to require that 

justices, judges and justices of the peace (known as magisterial district judges) be retired on the last day 
of the calendar year in which they attain the age of 75 years. 

Presently, the Pennsylvania Constitution provides that justices, judges and justices of the peace 
be retired on the last day of the calendar year in which they attain the age of 70 years. Justices of the 
peace are currently referred to as magisterial district judges. 

If the ballot question were to be approved, justices, judges and magisterial district judges would 
be retired on the last day of the calendar year in which they attain the age of 75 years rather than the 
last day of the calendar year in which they attain the age of 70 years. 

This amendment to the mandatory retirement age would be applicable to all judges and justices 
in the Commonwealth, including the justices of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, judges of the 
Commonwealth Court, Superior Court, county courts of common pleas, community courts, municipal 
courts in the City of Philadelphia, and magisterial district judges. 

The ballot question is limited in that it would not amend any other provisions of the 
Pennsylvania Constitution related to the qualification, election, tenure, or compensation of the justices, 
judges or magisterial district judges. 

The effect of the ballot question would be to allow all justices, judges, and magisterial district 
judges to remain in office until the last day of the calendar year in which they attain the age of 75 years. 
This would permit all justices, judges, and magisterial district judges to serve an additional five years 
beyond the current required retirement age. 
 
 

(North Ridgway & South Ridgway) 
 

       RIDGWAY TOWNSHIP QUESTION 
 

 Should two additional supervisors be elected to serve in this Township? 
 

YES 
NO 

 
Plain English Statement of Ridgway Township Question 

 
The Township of Ridgway governing body desire to place a question on the November, 2016 

Township Election Ballot, which addresses whether two additional supervisors should be elected to 
serve in this Township. 

 
 (James City & Highland) 

 
HIGHLAND TOWNSHIP QUESTION 

 
A  "YES" vote will mean the adoption of the proposed Highland Township Charter in its entirety.  

If approved, the Charter will take effect immediately upon approval by the electors of the Township.  A 
"NO" vote will reject the Charter in its entirety, and the Township will continue to be entirely governed 
by the Pennsylvania Second Class Township Code.  

 



 
OFFICIAL HOME RULE QUESTION  

 
Shall the Home Rule Charter contained in the report dated 08/30/2016, of the Highland  

Township Government Study Commission, prepared in accordance with the Home Rule Charter and 
Optional Plans Law, be adopted by Highland Township?  

 
YES 
NO 
 

Plain English Statement of Home Rule Question 
 

The Pennsylvania Constitution allows Second Class Townships – which is the form of 
government currently in operation in Highland Township – to create a Home Rule Charter.  A Home Rule 
Charter functions like a new constitution for the Township. 

 
The proposed Charter for Highland Township retains most of the local laws that currently govern 

the Township.  However, it also adds new provisions. 
 
This proposed Charter establishes a right to fair and equal taxation, such that elected officials 

cannot raise taxes at rates that would exceed those set by the state.  It established a local Bill of Rights 
that asserts the right of Township residents to local self-government, to pure water, clean air, and to 
establish energy policies for future sustainability.  It establishes rights for natural communities and 
ecosystems, and empowers Township citizens with legal standing to enforce those rights. 

 
The proposed Charter also allows residents to use the initiative process to amend the Charter.  

That means that you, as a resident of the Township, may use a petition to propose new laws or 
challenge laws already enacted, and ask fellow voters to approve or overturn them.  Additionally, term 
lengths for future Township supervisors would be changed from 6 years to 4 years, and any vacancies on 
the board of supervisors would be filled by Township voters at the next available election.  In other 
respects, the Township government would remain unchanged. 

 
To enforce the local Bill of Rights, the Charter bans frack waste injection wells, and the 

privatization of Township water supplies, while elevating the Bill of Rights above competing powers and 
authority claimed by private corporations and by state and federal governments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vote for 
candidates 
for state 
and local 
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this section  

Enter the 
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running  for 
here 

  


